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KEEPING TIME

Lockhart’s Southwest Museum of Clocks and Wafches
features rare historic pieces

Story by WAYNE STEWART
.r"fll'.'r-rrj'."|.!|| iy by CHRISTINA STEWART

€6 | IMPART A LOT OF FEELING AND EMOTION INTO EVERY CLOCK
HERE. | WORK HARD AT GIVING EACH PIECE THE RESPECT IT

DESERVES AND | TRY TO TREAT EACH ONE EQUALLY. 29

ankind has beon marking time for millennia,
whether by lollowing the seasons or staring af
the sun, they have sought to break down the

earth’'s natural cyeles into measurable moments,

Much of that history is chronteled at the Ssuthwest Mu-
soum of Clocks and Watches in downtown Lockhart, This
one-of-a-kind museum presents not just the history of time-
keeping. but the evolution of clocks, not only in America,
but throughout Europe. To go along with the history, there

— GENE GALBRAITH

are dozens of clocks on display from small shelf clocks, to
long case clocks — today known ns grandfather clocks —
to tower clocks and other specialty clocks most could never
imagine. Behind the museum is the mechanical genius of
Gene Galbraith, a modern-day horologist (imepiece expert),
who ended up in Lockhart when he was asked to restore the
Caldwell County Courthouse clock tower seven vears ago.
From Mr, Galbraith's work on the tower, a museum was
boarn. & museum meant to literally, mark the time. For Mr.
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KEEPING TIME

(ialbhraith, a [ormer music li-;|_|_-l-|._.|:.F
there is no favorite clock of his in thi
muscum, G5 ecach one has ils own B[
cial story of how 1t came Lo be in the
muscum, and its own space in the his-
tory of clocks

I impart a lot of feeling and emotion
into every clock here, Mr. Galbraith
sand with o grin. °I work hard at giving
each pieee the respect it deserves and |

try to treat each one equally.”

He takes n !:|I'|'||'|']:c view of the '-'I':-H-'kﬂ
in the museum, and his care has bepn
noted as the Texas Historical Commis.
sion has recognized the museum for jis
ellorts in restoring e'||r-.'k LW i rs ACToss
the state and it preservation work in
the community. In 2013 the Southwest
Museum of Clocks and Watches re.
cetvied the prestigious John I Nau 111
Yward of Excellence in Museums,

Helping Mr. Galbraith at the muse.
um, which is open only on Saturdays,
or by appointments, are dedicated vol-
unteers, Dan Sweet, called by Mr, Gal-
braith the “Wizard of Time.” a8 he pves
VIZIEOFER Aan in 1||'||I|‘J Loy and I‘uhl;u-r}' al
the pieces of the museum; also helping
out are Bob Brewer, a local Lockhart
historian and Dianne Stevenson, who
ml=o 2ervies on the Board ol Diresctors [or
the musenm

Inside the muscum, separate gallers
1es are dedicated to dilferent Ly s ol
clocks, as there is an American clock®
gallery, a French and German clock gals
lory, shelf clocks, and many other types.

In our American gallery, every clock
in it was designed by an American,” Mr.
swinel, noted. “There are Seth Thom=)
as clocks, we have a larpe selection of
those; we have a Peter Streteh clock...” )

That Peter Stretch clock 15 the oldest
clock in the museam, dating to 1710,
made in Philadelphia. It 15 a long case
clock and it 1s gquite hj'li"l.'i.'ll

“Thig elock waz handed down from
father, to son, and so on,” Mr. Sweet ex-
plained. “From what we have learned, |
it is the oldest Peter Stretch clock in
exiatence and it 18 the seventh clock he

VIR rn.:|-e||' iy

Another popular clock in the Ameri-
can collection are the banmjo clocks,
first designed by Simon Willard, which
made the early clocks a more manage-

the mechanics of a clock

FACING PAGE: Dan Sweal
lalks aboul @ 1710 Patesr
Siraich clock{laaturad on

1 Al 1hie

s Maa

zina). A hip toggle clock able size, something most of the early

was ona of the early clocks were not.

battery operaied clocks. In Early versions of clocks, according to
the backaground are banjo Mr. Galbraith, began as sundials. From
clocks there mechanics began to play a role i

time keeping
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OFFICIAL “BB0 L‘hFiTAL 0F Tms BORN IN LOCKHART.

- TASTE REAL TEXAS BARBECUE
& HOME T0 THE SOUTHWEST MUSUEM EANIOUS SINCE. 1900
OF CLOCKS AND WATCHES N ramoaset
} 1. Lockhart Chamber of Commerce , Also located at 768 N. Earl Rudder Fwy
T 451 South Colorado « Lockbart, TX 78644 == Bryan, TX 77802 - 979-704-6147

Chitip

Lravanit}

511-595-2515 * W lockharkchamber.com  wyay) ORDER BBQ SHIPPED NATIONWIDE.

SEPTEMBER 2015 TEXAS FARM & HOME 15



CEDAR HALL

HOMESTYLE COOKIN'
KITCHEN IS OPEN FRIBAYS & SATURDATS
6PM UNTIL CLOSING

BEER & WINE

£ VWIME FROM THE WINERY (N GRUEN

LIVE MUSIC OR DJ

EVERT SATURDAY NIGHT

FRIDAY NIGHT KARAOKE
EVERY FRIDAT NBGHT 5FM 1O 2AM
BY DAD SOUND WITH DANNY LONS

MO ONE LMDEE 21 AFTEE 9 F.M

Cedar Hall & Grill
1721 S. Commerce St.
Lockhart, TX 78644
DOwners: Jack & Paulette Hayter

VAL I“’r

“

512-598-7963 = Open noon Gl 2 am - 7 days a week
Check our website: cedarhalllockhart.com
for speclal concerts and current events

KEEPING TIME

15k

1308 1o 13508 with sun

"Time keeping really began in tha
dinls,” Mr, Galbraith explaned. “They really wore crude and
PR,

then they devel i technigques for making gears 1n-
teract and then telling time on a dial, Timekeoping really began
to evolve through the 1500s and 16800s — that's when it really
'-i--ili_ ..ﬂ .

Much of the evolution of clock making poes back to some enters
priging blacksmiths

“We owe o lot to the smithe,” Mr. Galbraith continued. “Thiey
wirre Instrumental in ACTLINE Wy the foundres to fashion the
gears and develop the elock parta and (o figure out how they in-
teract, o know how many teeth to put on a pear and then learm
how to power them

The first {mechanical) clocks were powered by water, some
were even powered by wind and some used donkeyvs to turn big
wooden gears. Eventually they added weights to power the me-
chancal |-- ka, Nt 1-|.':|'|-:|':||I|| .|_|i|||-||

The advent of the mechanical clock was one of the engines that
powered the industrial revolution: it also spawnied 1ts own indus-
try as clock making became a hupe industry on the Amercan
kast (oast

Many delved into clock making, including founding father
d

Benpamin Franklin, There is a replica of Franklin's clock in the
TSI

The clock ks pa great ame, Mr, Sweet anid as he |-1¢|::||:||r'|r.‘-d
how thie clock G rnli d. “The only thing absout rhp. clock 18, ?.'I:Ili

have to know what time it is in order to know what time it is, 88




it 12 very hard to read.”
Clocks wre mechanical works of art, and possibly one of the
proatest works of art in the museum also mayv be one of 1ts most
famouis and treasured, the desk clock of the famous cireus master
T, Barnum
“The clock ongnally started as music box”™ Mr Sweet ex-
plamned. “It has two paintings of King David, one of him being
erownied L..|r||._I by ‘.]'p- trlses IIE ]'-I'.Il'l. i r|".|' l-1]|-|-r r.-I" |||u'| 1u-|r||_:
tended by a Shunammite woman in his elderly vears
The music of the desk actually 15 an organ consisting of 72
hand-carved pipes. A drum with bellows pumps air mto the pipes
to play the music and makes dancers - )
twirl nisar the top of the desk ot 3 Ribﬁ, B]‘}EI'\E'L.

The clock was added to the desk in

1831 Sausage and

S ki i ks - LN TS :I'PF E;;;-"'
e e uhen (ene 5 1 num. TOP: From let, [IAISHS\YRTRNE

Laalbrath) was restonng the clock
he found & German new gpaper [rom
f"-1.|r- h 1831 usisd ns @ ahim.

=1 [-:-w do we know it waz 18E311" AMr

Dan Swest, Genn -

Galbraith and Bob Df (:-ﬂ I{.h"ien
The desk, made from mahogany 1 ver. ABOVE: A

from Honduras, first came into Bar Bth Thomas Mantel C“H”l}'"

num s possession after he saw it dur- .
featummd & wond

many case with Adaman-

"He bought it and he ships it back e finigh 208 5. COMMERCE STREET « LOCKHART, TX 78644
to Amencn, Mr, Sweel said. “When 512'393'9344 * Mon-Fri T-6pm = 5al 7-6:30pm * Sun 9-6:30pm

g & tour of a castle in southern G
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FIELDS STABLE
ANTIQUES MALL

Antiques, Jewelry, Collectibles, Vintage & Furniture

Open 7 Days a Week

Sunday 11 om - & pm = Mon-Thurs 10 am - & pm

e Friday 10 am - T30 pm = Soturday 11 am - 7 pm

- [
b 5 3
M 1,; 118 M. Main Shreet = Lockhard. TX 78644

512-398-3530 or 240-210-2055
MikenKaren@myway.com

fieldsstableantiques.com

(BLACK'S

OLDEST IN TEXAS

Same Family... 5 Generations
Open 8 Days a week!
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W @blacksbbq M Black's BBQ
We ship BBQ Nationwide! Order thru website

215, N."Main St.
Lockhart, TX 78644
512.398.2712
Kent Black i

blacksbbg.com
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It toak him four vears to neston
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We wot o call from the Flonda
ind thev wanted us to donate it to them® My
told them we were gratieful they recognized the
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ean works, the bellows and the air tubes
{r. Galbr: ||rh saud. “There really
| did learn oreans look much liks

Learnin

WS 8 matter

no boak that tells all of that
the inside l':-.l' Jock.”

There are dozens of other clocks with their own stores in the
museum, such as a tower clock brought to the U.S. from a cathes
dral destroved durnng I|||' London Blitz in World War 11: there
made by a -.lrlll.-|l'1l: COTI fHLTRISS,
for horo sirsta like My

5 1 § [
= i= LG AN rdin clockK il'!||'|

Inside every clock 18 an act of discovers

CGialbraith, who loves unlocking their secrets :“'"-'II'-I' of those e

rets are inside old clix 'n.1--'.'.-' o across T exns, and one of the L,Iul1ﬂ

i mussum is the resto of the=e elork towers nround the
ST 'il:-|::.:|:'|:--.|‘.--'.1.-: |:-:r~..|| FIT AR

oA hiolises v-:nll tower clocks,” Mr. Gal-
idozen of those works and six of them

*There are 50 county
braath said. *Only about
wir restored.”

Which s one of the reasons th
and Wateches recerved the

e Southwest Museum aof Clocks
| xns H'.-r-:-:l'l..'|| l'-'-u'|||||.'--|4|:|1 .-"|'.=.':|l1|‘| ||-!1
Excellence, for b ing distinguished o the art al ]11|n||||§:'.',
] i 1 w
To learn more about the Southwest Museum of Clocks and
Watches, visit their website af wiw.swmuseumofclocks.arg.

Keeping Time
THE SOUTHWEST MUSEUM
OF CLOCKS AND WATCHES

« Fascinating & Rare 'I'inrg'j'.-i;u_ fe]
Spanning Three Centuries

; r-'”-'a':'- Y
CLOCKS
WATCEES

« On Lockhart’s Historic Square
« Open Saturdays 10AM-4PM
o By Appointment

www 5 WMuseu rl'li}f{.'lm..'ku-a_rr; , ’

(512) 658-3853 i Liroups Welcome!
100 E Sam Anlonio 51 | Lockhari. Ty TR



